
33% 

of childhood diseases are caused 
by environmental exposure.10

 23%
Juvenile Diabetes
increased 23% between  
2001 and 20096
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The Vulnerable Child—Chronic Illness in  
US Children
The number of children in the United States with chronic health conditions has dramatically in-
creased in the past 4 decades, doubling from 12.8 percent in 1994 to 26.6 percent in 2006.1
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ADHD
is the most common  
neurodevelopmental 
disorder and affects 
1 in 10 children5

1 in 68
children are  
affected by autism8

Cancer
is the leading cause of 
death by disease in children. 
More than 15,000 children 
were diagnosed in 2014.2

1 in 6
children has a  
developmental  
disability.7

Autism is 5 times  
more common in boys8

1 in 13
Food Allergies 
affects 1 in every 13 
children3

Heart Disease 
5th leading cause of  
death in 1 to 5 year olds4

#1

1 in 10 
children has  

asthma1

Epilepsy/Seizures
affects 1 in 20 children9


